because we can never again live apart, we must somehow learn to live with each other in peace. --Martin Luther King, Jr. 1 As a youth work practitioner and educator living in the melting pot of religious and sectarian division that is Lebanon, this title caught my imagination. The book bears testimony to a growing number of creative ways in which those working with young people, in a range of settings, can creatively seek to break down division and build a movement based on pluralistic acceptance that celebrates diversity. Ideas and themes can be taken and adapted from many of the examples and contextualised within new settings. Readers will find it easy to delve in and out, using chapters that relate more easily to their own context of ministry.
Although chapters are somewhat disjointed in style, a number of interesting questions emerge from the totality of the book. Whilst the book has a focus in praxis, I felt that some examination on the issue and theoretical understanding of dialogue, in educational, sociological and theological terms would have been a significant addition to the first section of the book. This would have framed the rest of the content helpfully.
Throughout, pluralism, as opposed to diversity alone, was hailed as the ideal in regards to in(erfaith dialogue. Some critique of this would have been helpful, particularly from youth practitioners who may not see this goal in such positive terms.
Another point that was mentioned in the books conclusion was that "God" is seldom talked about within the context of interfaith dialogue. The reasons why this may or may
